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The author gives a short history of plague in the old Maramures County. His aim was to analyze the pestilence from the 

view of demography and epidemiology: how we could characterize the disease and what effect of the plague can be 

observed on the local demographic process. 

 

Although there are scattered evidences on the presence of plague in the region also in the previous centuries, only the last 

two epidemics can be analyzed with statistical methods: the plagues of 1710 and 1742. The former epidemic disease came 

into the county from the province of Galicia and have resulted a 10-20 percentage population decrease (deaths and 

emigration of certain groups). A next – and last – plague which came to Maramureş from the South-East had more serious 

effect on the population. Almost 40 percentages of the inhabitants of the county died, and one tenth of the total emigrated, 

which was probably the worst value in the contemporary Hungarian Kingdom (Tables 2. and 4). The heaviest losses 

affected the settlements of the Tisza valley, habited mainly by Rumanians and Hungarians while the large part of the 

Ukrainians living in the highlands isolated from the traffic could be spared the epidemic disease. The process of the plague 

was relatively quick, mostly less than six months in an infected settlement. The proportion of deaths was not only very high 

but also unequal by gender, age, and social groups (4. and 5. tables).  

 

It is a surprise how quickly could be restored the population in Maramureş during the second part of the 18th century. In 

1785 the population size is already doubled again compare to the pre-plague situation (Table 7). This speed of the process 

follows from the high fertility level and the continuous inflow of mainly Ukrainian immigrants into the county. After this 

catastrophe there are no more pestilence in the Maramureş. Nowadays even the memory of the plague is disappeared. 

 

Tables 

 

1. The effect of pestilence on the population of Maramureş County in 1710. 

I. Villages of the „Camera Hungarica”. Heading: estates, number of listed persons, devastated farms, escaped 

persons, settlements in conscription, proportion of devastation in percentage; 

II. County of Maramureş. Heading: districts, total, devastated farms, escaped persons, number of households 

before the plague, devastated farms, escaped persons, total decrease in percentage; 

2. The territorial distribution of pestilence in Maramureş County in 1742. Heading: districts, infected, non infected, 

total settlements, proportion of infected places in percentage, 

3. The signs of the plague in Maramureş in the tax register of 1743. Heading: districts, number of taxable persons, 

devastated farms, escaped persons, estimated figure of taxable persons before 1743, proportions in percentage; 

4. The main demographical and epidemiological characteristics of the plague in Maramureş around 1742-1743.  

I. Number and proportions by age and sex. Heading: under/over 20, total male, total female, total plague death, 

proportion of under 20 between the males, gender ratio of deaths; 

II. The size of the danger. Heading: period, size and proportion of morbidity, mortality, and lethality; 

5. The demographic characteristics of the borough Hosszúmező (Câmpulung la Tisa). Heading: household status, 

age groups, total (head of household, kin, children, other by male and female); 

6. The plague in Maramureş and its surrounding (1740-1743). Heading: Counties, infected places in October 1742, 

total infected places, total number of plague deaths; 

7. The change in the number of rural households in Maramureş (1710-1785). Heading: Maramureş County, district 

of  Cosăului (year, noble, non noble, total households); 

 

Figure 1. The age pyramid of plague deaths based on seven settlements in Maramureş  (1742). Heading: urban male, 

female, rural male, female. 
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Situaţia social-economică a lucrătorilor de la salinele din Maramureş  

în prima jumătate a veacului  al XVIII-lea 

Der sozial-wirtschaftliche Lage der Salzarbeiterschaft aus Maramuresch  

in der ersten Hälfte des 18. Jahrhundert 
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 Während der eingehenden Nachforschungen, die zu Dokumentationszwecken gemacht wurden, sind 

zusammenfassende Dokumente gefunden worden, geschrieben von Bergbaufachleuten. Unter diesen Dokumenten nehmen 

zwei in der Maramuresch aufgesetzte Instruktionen einen außergewöhnlichen Platz ein: die erste, aus dem Jahr 1726, die 

Instruktionen der Zuanna-Kommission, und die zweite, aus dem Jahr 1778, die Instruktionen der Festetits-Kommission. In 

die erste Instruktion, welche wir für diesen Aufsatz benutzt haben, umfassen die Regelungen, Ordnungen und die 

Maßnahmen der Kommission in betref auf die wirtschaftliche Lage der Salzarbeiterschaft aus der Maramuresch am Anfang 

des 18-ten Jahrhundert. So konnten wir auf dieses Basis einige Aspekte über das Rechtsregime, die Herkunft der 

Arbeitskraft, die Urbarialtaxen und die Frondienst der Leibeigenschaften bei der Salinen, über die Verpflichtungen und die 

Rechte der Bergarbeiterschaft  darzustellen. 
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Învăţământul confesional din protopopiatul ortodox Cetatea de Piatră  

în a doua jumătate a secolului al XIX-lea şi începutul secolului XX 

The confessional education in the Orthodox district Cetatea de Piatră 

 (in the second half of XIX-th century and the beginning of XX-th century) 
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The Romanian education from Transylvania in the second part of 19th century was a part of the educational process from 

Austrian Empire. Romanian instruction from Transylvania had great opportunities to expand especially after the revolution 

of 1848. In the first decade after this revolution, almost every Romanian community built a school for their children and for 

increasing the number of alphabetized people. A lot of documents testify that the number of Romanian schools increased 

greatly in this period. The same thing happened in diocese of Cetatea de Piatră, which was a part of Orthodox Church form 

Transylvania, in the north of this province. The features of instruction from this rank express the reality of the educational 

process form the whole region of Transylvania. The Romanian primary schools appeared owing to the protection of 

Orthodox Church from Transylvania and thanks to the financial backing from the local communities. Nevertheless, the 

educational process in the Romanian communities from Transylvania was slowed down by the educational legislation 

elaborated the Hungarian parliament after the implementation of Austrian-Hungarian dualism. Although the background 

wasn’t very good in the 19th century, the Romanian educational system has its own contribution on the development of 

Transylvanian society.   
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Human Rights, Gender and Poverty in Maramureş at the Turn of the 20th Century:  

The Unremarked Life and Death of Giza Wolf 
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This article explores issues of privilege, gender and poverty in East Central Europe at the turn of the 20th century through 

the use of two interlocking case-studies centred on the Austro-Hungarian county of Maramures. The first case study 

focuses on Baron Ervin Roszner, who abandoned a promising academic career for politics and public service. The second 

case-study concerns Giza Wolf, a twenty three year old cook who gave birth to an illegitimate child. While, Baron Roszner 

exemplified political, social and economic privilege in a starkly inegalitarian society, the second case-study offers insights 
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into the economic, social and legal  problems experienced by women, particularly working class women, in parts of 

Austria-Hungary at the turn of the 20th century. There was an almost total failure of the law to engage with key feminist 

issues including the right of women to vote, to stand for elective office or to gain admittance to the universities. For 

working class women, such as Giza Wolf, the problems were more elemental; they were bound up with issues of poverty, 

economic insecurity, physical integrity and under-education. Hungarian law of the second half of the 19th century largely 

failed to address the concerns of either category of women. For the most part, the emancipatory vision of law remained 

gendered and classically liberal. 

 

 

Drd. Andrea Dobeş 

Episcopul Alexandru Rusu şi regimul comunist (1945 – 1963) 

Bishop Alexandru Rusu and the communist regime (1945-1963) 
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The purpose of the this study is to present some the attitude of bishop Alexandru Rusu towards the communist regime, 

resulting from the documents of the intelligence agencies, but also the consequences of his attitude expressed in hard years 

of imprisonment, during these years he find his end. 

Close collaborator of the national-peasant leaders, especially Iuliu Maniu, the bishop Alexandru Rusu became in the first 

years of the communist regime the most intransigent of the Greek-Catholics hierarchs towards the new regime, speaking 

out openly for keeping the catholic faith. 

Arrested on 29 October 1948, along with other Greek-Catholic bishops, Alexandru Rusu was held at the orthodox 

monastery at Dragoslavele and Căldăruşani, and on the 25 May 1950 was transferred to the Sighet prison. Released from 

prison at the beginning of January 1955, the former bishop of Maramureş county was the initiator, among the other greek-

catholic hierarchs, of some memoirs asking for the reinstaelment of the abusively abolished religion in 1948. According as 

hes actions had been intensified, and were invalvingan increasing member of believers, the authorities initiated reprisals. 

Bishop Alexandru Rusu was arrested, judged and convicted to imprisonment for live, being accosed of ,,high treason”. The 

inhuman condition  from prison, in pair with hes old age led to his death, bat also created a martyr, who prefered final 

sacrifice in the battle for keeping the faith.   
 

Robert Cristian Tökölyi 

Uniunea Femeilor Antifasciste din România.  

Studiu de caz: activitatea U.F.A.R. - filiala Maramureş 

The Romanian Antifascist Women Union.  

Study case: the  U.F.A.R activity: Maramures branch 
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  This study is structured in three parts. The first part is a short presentation of the feminist movement since the 19th 

century, in Romania. The second part refers to the Romanian Antifascist Women Union in general, while the third part is 

dedicated to the Maramureş branch of these  organization. The third part is based on original documents which are 

preserved at the Maramureş County Directory of National Archives. The Romanian Antifascist Women Union was the first 

women mass organization established by the Romanian Communist Party during the early years after the second world 

war. The Romanian Antifascist Women Union was established in 1945 an it was dissolved in 1948. 

 The documents, that refers only to the year 1946, emphasize the high role played by the feminists, with the assistance of 

the Communist Party, in the battle for civil and political rights. During that period, the activists were involved in different 

areas of social work: they opened schools, maternities, they gave clothes, food and drugs for those without many, they 

helped the veterans, the widows and the orphans. The feminists were also involved in politics. In 1946, dr. Florica 

Bagdasar, the president of the U.F.A.R. was named the first lady minister of health. 

 

http://arhivamm.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/revista_arhivei_maramuresene_page_088.png
http://arhivamm.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/revista_arhivei_maramuresene_page_106.png


 

Drd. Marius Uglea 

Exploatarea Minieră Baia Sprie - centru de exterminare a deţinuţilor politici 

The Mine Exploatation from Baia Sprie – extermination centre for the political prisoners 
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This article has been written with the purpose of  supplementing the preliminary writings on the Communist Repression in 

the South of Maramureş, thus being a way of revealing the truth through practical political re-education in the forced 

labour colonies within the Mine of Baia Sprie. 

The lead mine from Baia Sprie didn’t get away from nationalization process becoming, since 1950, officialy 1952, a forced 

labour colony for the political prisoners with very serious sentences brought here from Aiud, Gherla, and the Danube-

Black Sea Channel. The underground work in this mine was often kept secret as the majority of the staff had no 

quqlifications in the mining field, the most of the political prisoners being intelectually qualified. Even the legislation 

settleing the way camps and labour colonies worked had an aleatory, secret character, or allowed several interpretations 

depending on the requirements of the Security when practising the “re-education of people’s enemies”.   
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Minorităţile naţionale între doctrina comunistă şi propria identitate.  

Studiu de caz: Evreii din regiunea Maramureş (1950 – 1965) 

National Minorities between the Communist Doctrine and Personal Identity.  

Study case: The Jews from Maramures Region (1950-1965) 
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 Once it had reached the power, the communist regime rushed towards standardizing the entire society. As well as the 

Romanian traditional society, the ethnical groups were aimed at regarding the regime's measures of social homogenizing. 

The national issue was going to be a much more difficult problem for the communist power to deal with, duet o its higher 

degree of complexity. The ethnical affiliation has itself represented a mean of fighting against standardization. Jews, swept 

off as a result of the Holocaust from the period of Magyar domination, were strongly affected by the regime's socio – 

economic politics. In order to keep the minority groups under control but also in order to destroy their cohesion, the 

communists created the mass organizations. The Jew Democratic Committee had a passing efficacy in the fight against 

Zionism and emigration, but with its help the regime only tried to subordinate the Jew community. This was transformed in 

an exclusively religious entity by suppressing all the organizations having a social-cultural character. Under the pressure of 

international Jew organizations, the communist regime has tacitly accepted the Talmudic education to carry on and 

authorized the contacts with the international Jew word. The Zionism has gained more and more field even within the party  

members, proving that the communist ideas they had adhered to weren't seen and understood as utopian. Symptomatically 

for the Jew community from the area was the atrophy of religious and social life on the backgrounds of emigration of Jew 

families.  

 

http://arhivamm.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/revista_arhivei_maramuresene_page_120.png
http://arhivamm.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/revista_arhivei_maramuresene_page_134.png

