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 Despite its rich history and the numerous documents that have been preserved, the 

county of Maramures has not benefited from a large number of monographs which would help in 

elucidating its historical evolution. Therefore we offer a comparative presentation of two 

contrasting villages, the village of noblemen - Slatina and village of serfs – Botiza. This study is 

based on documents from the Romanian, Hungarian, Austrian and Ukrainian Archives. It 

represents a step forward in terms of our knowledge of local history. 
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In the eighteenth century, as a result of political instability and the inefficiency of the 

state structures responsible for maintaining public order, there was an increase in the rate of 

criminal activity in the Principality of Transylvania. Correspondence between county magistrates 

and officials of various Transylvanian cities highlights the dynamics of the alleged criminals. 



The "roads of thieves" were used by people and by goods that were smuggled in contempt of the 

law. The most vulnerable regions seem to have been the district of Maramureş, the county of 

Bistriţa and Moldavia. These mountainous areas were difficult to access and were poorly 

controlled by officials. These territories became the focus of the thieves and robber gangs made 

up of serfs who had fled from their masters’ estates, by deserters, beggars and by all kinds of 

people. Robbers from Maramureş stole from villages in northern Bistriţa, men from Bistriţa 

robbed communities in the Iza Valley, while Moldovans had the nerve to lead whole herds of 

cattle illegally across the slopes of the Carpathians. The authorities in Alba Iulia reacted by 

organizing bands of armed militia and by increasing the size of these armed units, but the 

struggle with the criminal elements was far from simple.  
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The plague which ravaged much of the medieval Europe put the individual, who was its 

witness, in close proximity to the Apocalypse. Ignorance is for the man who forgot his own place 

in nature. By assuming this special position, as an existence above Nature itself, beings weren’t 

able to handle the system; they forgot about causalities and the effects of universal events. 

Creating pagan gods firstly, then the Christian god, man believed that all the bad things that 

happened to him were against his free will. Even in the province of Transylvania where the 

plague struck pretty hard, the communities realized that they were facing an apocalyptic disaster. 

By creating superstitions about evil spirits that can bring the plague to everybody, the 

government of this province fought a great battle against the epidemic which had grown with 

every year.   
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After the 1st of December 1918, Stefan Cicio-Pop started his work by organizing the 

Transylvania Gendarmerie, naming Colonel Daniel Popp as responsible. 

The Maramures Gendarmerie Company was created in February14, 1919, in the territory 

liberated by the Romanian army which expelled the Ukrainian and Hungarian Bolsheviks. The 

first head of the Company was Major Sorescu Ovidiu. The Maramures gendarmes attended all 

military events that took place in Maramures County in the inter-war period. 
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Generally speaking, Marian piety was limited to the Marian Pilgrimages and to the activities 

within and outside the religious associations dedicated to the Virgin Mary under the influence of the 

Greek-Catholic and Orthodox world and other factors. Gradually, Marian piety has acquired a variety 

means of manifestations. It is not possible to make a classification of these based on certain canons of 

Marian piety because Marian piety has suffered influenced from popular piety which has continuously 

tried to modify it and to adapt it to its needs. We are aiming at making an inventory of a few practices of 

piety that are little known, identified by analysing the reports submitted on different occasions by priests. 
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In this study we summarize the history of the noble Degenfeld family who resided at 

Ardusat. The family has a long history spanning eight centuries. After establishing themselves at 

Ardusat, the family built a large castle. In 1945 the property of the family was expropriated and 

its members were forced to go into exile. Descendants are currently living in Romania, Hungary 

and in other states. 
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Born on January 6, 1889, in the picturesque village of Chiuzbaia in the County of Satu 

Mare (nowadays in the County of Maramureş), about which he said „that not even Switzerland is 

more beautiful”, the lawyer ŞtefanBeneabecame one of the most representative figures of Satu 

Mare liberalism. 

He attended courses at the Commercial Academy in Graz and at the Law Faculty in Cluj, 

where later he was awarded the title of Doctor in Laws. After graduation, he practiced law in 

Satu Mare (1920 – 1922), then in Bucharest (1922 – 1928), returning to Satu Mare, where he 

became the principal legal advisor of the Romanian Bank (Banca Românească) – Satu Mare 

Branch, and from 1939 the Dean of the Attorneys Bar. He also held the positions of President of 

the Satu Mare Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Director of the Satu Mare Agricultural 

Credit Bank (CreditulAgricolSătmărean). 

 Politically, ŞtefanBenea was a member of the National Liberal Party (P.N.L.), his name 

being found on the lists of liberal candidates from 1922. On October 5, 1928 he was elected 



president of the liberal organization ofSatu Mare Municipality, while in the same year on 

October 7 he became secretary general of the P.N.L. Satu Mare County organization. Starting on 

December 18, 1933 he held the position of Mayor of Satu Mare until the end of 1937, a period in 

which the city experienced unprecedented development. 

Due to his work, with the P.N.L. Congress held on May 30, 1935 he was elected vice-

president of the county and municipal organization, and in 1937 he became counselor by right of 

the Satu Mare County Council. Moreover, for a long period of time he was editor in chief of the 

weekly newspaper „GazetaSătmarului” (the official newspaper of P.N.L.) his, link with the press 

in Satu Mare is also revealed also by his collaboration with „România de Nord”. 

During his term of office as mayor, the city experienced a period of an unprecedented 

development. The City Hall spent important sums of money onbuilding and repairing the city 

roads, contributed to the raising of the National House (Casa Naţională), offering also the parcel 

in „Dacia” passage (this edifice was assigned a separate chapter in this paper).  

Of great importance was the building of the „National House” (as we shall see in the 

pages dedicated to this achievement) and of the „Administrative Palace” 

(„PalatulAdministrativ”), whose „foundation stones” were consecrated on July 20, 1935.  

In recognition of his achievements he was awarded the Order of the Crown of Romania 

(OrdinulCoroanaRomâniei) with the rank of Knight pursuant to the Decree no. 1836/1935 and 

received the Commercial and Industrial Merit (MeritulComercialşi Industrial) first class in 

accordance with Decree no. 738/1935. In recognition of the good relations of the Satu Mare 

Municipality and the County administration with the neighboring localities in Czechoslovakia, 

Ştefan Benea received toghether with the county prefect, Octavian Ardelean, the Great 

Czechoslovakia Order „The White Lion” (“Leul Alb”) with the rank of comandor.  
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In this study we offer a timeline of the mayors of Baia Mare for the period 1949-1989. 

The focus is not on their activities while acting in the local administration but rather on personal 

data, such as information about their families. Through this approach local history enthusiasts 

can form an objective opinion about the elite citizens of Baia Mare in that period. Our study 

seeks to correct a series of errors, evidently unintended, that other authors have published on this 

subject. 
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This study is dedicated to the life of Ion Ioanid, both before, and during his imprisonment 

on political grounds (1950-1964). The study also examines security documents concerning Ioan 

Ioanid, after his release from the Baia Sprie and Cavnic labor colonies (1965-1987). The issues 

discussed here are based on original documentary sources (information dossiers, network, and 

criminal cases) preserved by the Consiliul Naţional pentru Studirea Arhivelor Securităţii in 

Bucharest. This institution has preserve seven dossiers compiled by the former Securitate, which 

contain very interesting information about the escape of Ion Ioanid from the former mine of 

Cavnic.  

 

Secrets of Cluj. The Man with the Hammer 

(Summary) 

 



This study was born through our fascination for what is between myth and reality, 

throwing light upon a hidden page of Cluj history, concerning a fact that was kept in silence by 

the authorities of the time and it was brought back to present as a result of my research in the 

archives of Cluj. It is the famous and, unfortunately, real story of „the man with the hammer”, a 

terrifying criminal, psychopath, who horrified the town placed on tje river Someș and under the 

hill Feleacu, during the 70 years of the previous century. Unknown facts and actions were 

revelead about this case, especially because the specialized literature was lacking information 

about those events and the press of the time avoided this subject (on the straight order of those 

who were leading the destiny of this people), existing only on lierary level, a novel written by 

Horia Tecuceanu, „Captain Apostolescu and the public enemy number 1”, published in 

Bucharest, in 1990. In the same time, the study tried he reconstitute the origin of victims, most of 

then born in Cluj county but there were also victims from the neighbouring counties, such as 

Salaj and from remote counties, such as Maramures, precisely the town Sighetul Marmatiei. 
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The manuscript that I present is part of the 4 books that the parish sent in 1783  to 

Ujgorod, to the library of the bishop Andrei Bacsinszky. The manuscript is important for 

Romanian culture due to the Praery for Sundaythat is written at the end of the bookRomanian 

language and which show us the development of the language after 100 years of evolution and its 

use in church. 
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The following paper is based on the Report on the Sufferings of the Romanian Orthodoxe Diocese 

of Maramureş as a result of the Vienna Arbitration, found in the archive of Alexandru Lapedatu, which 

was kept in The Library of the Romanian Academy. The text represents the version of the general Report, 

which was made, printed and adopted by the Diocesan Council of The Episcopate of Maramures  on June 

26th, 1941. This version has been provided to a large number of individuals in order to make fully known 

the realities in northern Transylvania, which came under Hungarian administration. The dissemination of 

the Report took place in order to correct the false impression amongst the Romanian general public, that 

the flight of the Orthodox clergy from Maramureș, after Vienna Award, represented a "desertion from 

duty". 

Comparing the present manuscript with the erlier edition of the Report, made by Florian Dudaş, 

in 1991 (reedited in 1996) which was based on a copy discovered in the Archives of the Orthodoxe 

Episcopate of Maramureş, in Oradea, some  differences have been detected in both the structure and the 

content of the Report. This motivated us to reedit the Report. Therefore, the following research may come 

with final conclusions on the topic. 

 

 


